


The Way to Wellville

▸ Esther Dyson
• Founder of HICCup
• Active angel investor, 

best-selling author, board 
member and advisor 
concentrating on 
emerging markets and 
technologies, new space 
and health. 

• Fun fact: trained as a 
backup cosmonaut 
outside of Moscow, 
Russia.
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The Way to Wellville

▸ Challenging 5 communities to improve health and economic vitality  
over a period of 5 years. 

▸ Must be cohesive, collaborative, and committed communities of 
100,000 people or less.  

▸ Prefer communities that have experienced success on previous efforts.

▸ Collaboration and healthy competition along the way as well as a 
network of partners to support the journey.



August 2014: Wellville 5 Selected

▸Spartanburg, South Carolina
▸Clatsop County, Oregon
▸Greater Muskegon, Michigan
▸Lake County, California
▸North Hartford, Connecticut 



Local Partnerships & 
Core Team Commitment

Kathy Dunleavy
Molly Talbot-Metz
Mary Black Foundation

Dr. Kathleen Brady
USC Upstate

Senthil Premraj
Health Plotter, Inc.

Chris Story
City Of Spartanburg

Renee Romberger
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare System 

Spartanburg’s Way to Wellville



Spartanburg’s Way to Wellville
▸ OBESITY PREVENTION

▸ We will reduce obesity by creating a healthier community through better nutrition 
and active living.

▸ ACCESS TO CARE FOR THE UNINSURED
▸ We will increase access to care for the uninsured by removing physical and social 

barriers to quality healthcare.
▸ HEALTH FOR THE INSURED

▸ We will maximize health for the insured by creating innovative ways to streamline 
primary and preventive care.

▸ KINDERGARTEN READINESS
▸ We will improve kindergarten readiness by ensuring that children birth through 

age 5 have access to quality early childhood education.
▸ COMMUNITY PRIDE

▸ We will build community pride by increasing social connections that               
engage more citizens to express love for where they live, work, and play.



Evolving Goals

▸ Kindergarten Readiness
• Original Focus: Free 3K & 4K programs for low-

income families. 
• NOW: 



Evolving Goals

▸ Access to Care for Uninsured
• Original Focus: Increase access to care for all 

uninsured city residents by removing physical and 
social barriers to quality healthcare. 

• NOW: Employ pilot projects to achieve goal



Evolving Goals

▸ Community Pride
• Original Focus: Increase the percentage of city 

residents who say they are proud of the 
Spartanburg community.

» Museum vouchers, pocket cards

• NOW: Community listening campaigns



Spartanburg’s Way to Wellville

▸ Unique one-of-a-kind effort and opportunity
▸ HICCup

• Guidance & support, but no agenda
• Access to experts & funding opportunities

▸ Complexity & Interconnectedness
• Fluid & evolving 
• “Outcomes” look different  
• Commitment 
• Now 10 years – we’re excited! 
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