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The North Carolina’s Institute of Medicine’s (NCIOM) Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related 
Dementia was convened in March 2015 in partnership with the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services Division of Aging and Adult Services. Funding for the Task Force was provided by AARP 
NC, the Alzheimer’s Association, Alzheimer’s NC, Carol Woods, Carolina Meadows, the Duke Endowment, 
LeadingAge NC, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services Division of Aging and Adult 
Services, Southminster, and the Winston-Salem Foundation.

The Task Force was chaired by Goldie S. Byrd, PhD, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences, North Carolina A&T 
State University; Doug Dickerson, MBA, State Director, AARP North Carolina; and Lisa Gwyther, MSW, CSW, 
Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Center for the Study of Aging and 
Human Development, Duke University Medical Center. The Task Force’s work would not have been possible 
without their leadership. 

The NCIOM also wants to thank the members of the Task Force and Steering Committee who gave freely of 
their time and expertise to address this important issue. The Steering Committee members provided expert 
guidance and content, helped develop meeting agendas, and identified expert speakers. For a complete list 
of Task Force and Steering Committee members, please see page 6 of this report.

The NCIOM Task Force on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementia heard presentations from multiple 
experts through the course of the Task Force work. We would like to thank the following people for sharing 
their expertise and experiences with the Task Force: 

Renee Batts, Associate Director, Allied Health, North Carolina Community Colleges System; Lauren Benbow, 
JD, Investor Education Program, Securities Division Department of the Secretary of State; Heather Black, 
Statewide Strategy Director, United Way North Carolina; Alicia Blater, MS, APR, Family Caregiver Program 
Consultant, Division of Aging and Adult Services, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services; 
Sherry Bradsher, MPA, Deputy Secretary for Human Services, North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services; Melanie Bunn, RN, MS, GNP, Alzheimer’s Training Consultant; Sheila F. Davies, PhD, 
Director, Public Health Division, Dare County Department of Health and Human Services; Janine Cacciatore, 
Director of Hospice, Duke Home Care and Hospice; Laura Clark, MA, Executive Director, Renaissance 
West Community Initiative; Cyndee Crompton, MS, OTR/L, SCDCM CDRS, Occupational Therapist, Driver 
Rehabilitation Services, PA; Linda Darden, MHA, CPA, President and CEO, Hospice and Palliative Care 
Center; Doug Dickerson, MBA, State Director, AARP North Carolina; John K. Eller, Director, Catawba County 
Social Services; Jeannette Foust Gray, Workers’ Compensation Attorney, Family Caregiver; Carter Harrison, 
Policy Director, Alzheimer’s Association, Virginia Chapter; Mitchell Heflin, MD, Senior Fellow, Center for the 
Study of Aging and Human Development, Duke University; Mark Hensley, MA, Project C.A.R.E. Director and 
Alzheimer’s Support Specialist, Division of Aging and Adult Services, North Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services; Scott Herrick, Director of Public Policy and Advocacy, Alzheimer’s Association, Western 
Carolina Chapter; Nancy Smith Hunnicutt, Long-Term Care Regional Ombudsman, Land of Sky Area Agency 
on Aging; Dan Israel, Caregiver; Judy Israel, Person Living with Alzheimer’s Disease; Matthew Janicki, PhD, 
Research Associate Professor of Human Development, Director for Technical Assistance, Department of 
Disability and Human Development University of Illinois at Chicago; James H. Johnson, Jr., PhD, Director, 
Urban Investment Strategies Center, Frank Hawkins Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise, William R. Kenan 
Jr. Distinguished Professor of Strategy and Entrepreneurship, Kenan-Flagler Business School, University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Dan Kaufer, MD, Chief, Cognitive and Behavioral Neurology, Director, University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Memory Disorders Program, Departments of Neurology and Psychiatry, 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Shannon Kelly, Division of Health Service Regulation, North 
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services; David N. Kirkman, JD, Special Deputy Attorney General, 
Consumer Protection Division, North Carolina Department of Justice; Genie Komives, MD, Senior Medical 
Director, Duke Connected Care; Megan Lamphere, MSW, Section Chief, Adult Care Licensure, Division of Health 
Service Regulation, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services; Len Lecci, PhD, Professor 
of Psychology, University of North Carolina at Wilmington, Director of Clinical Services, MARS Memory-
Health Network; Laura Marx, President and CEO, United Way North Carolina; Olivia Mastry, Executive Lead, 
ACT on Alzheimer’s; Loretta Matters, RN, MSN, Associate Director, Center of Excellence in Geriatric Nursing 
Education, Duke University School of Nursing; Sara Jane Melton, Administrator, Southwestern Commission 
Area Agency on Aging; Rosalind Pugh, MS, Project Care Coordinator, Alzheimer’s North Carolina; Edward 
G. Shaw, MD, MA, NCC, LPCA, Professor, Department of Counseling, Wake Forest University; Kaycee Sink, 
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MD, MAS, Associate Professor and Interim Chief, Section on Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine, Wake 
Forest University School of Medicine; Philip D. Sloane, MD, MPH, Elizabeth and Oscar Goodwin Distinguished 
Professor of Family Medicine, Co-Director, Program on Aging, Disability and Long-Term Care, Cecil G. Sheps 
Center for Health Services Research, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Peggy S. Terhune, PhD, 
CEO, Monarch; Julie Tooker, Community Relations Director, GracePointe Crossing; Polly Welsh, Executive 
Vice President, North Carolina Health Care Facilities Association; Kathleen Welsh-Bohmer, PhD, Director, 
Joseph and Kathleen Bryan Alzheimer’s Disease Research Center (Bryan ADRC) Professor, Departments of 
Psychiatry and Neurology Chief, Medical Psychology, Duke Medical Center; Sharon Wilder, State Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman; Charlotte Yeh, MD, Chief Medical Officer, AARP Services, Inc.

In addition to the above individuals, the staff of the North Carolina Institute of Medicine contributed to the 
Task Force’s study and the development of this report. Adam J. Zolotor, MD, DrPH, President and CEO, 
guided the work of the Task Force. Michelle G. Ries, MPH, Project Director, served as Project Director for the 
Task Force and was the primary author of the final Task Force report. Research Assistants Rose Kerber, MPP 
and Diana Dayal, BS, and Berkeley Yorkery, MPP, Associate Director, also contributed to the report. Key staff 
support was also provided by Donald Gula, Director of Administrative Operations, and Chloé Louderback, 
Administrative Assistant and Graphic Designer.


