
 

NCIOM 2015 Annual Meeting: Food Policy for a 

Healthier North Carolina 

“Connection Between Agriculture, Economic Development, and 

Population Health” Breakout 

ASAP Mission 
Our mission is to help local farms thrive, link farmers to 
markets and supporters, and build healthy communities 
through connections to local food. 
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ASAP Vision 
Our vision is of strong farms, thriving local food 
economies, and healthy communities where farming 
is valued as central to our heritage and our future.  
 

ASAP’s Programs and Approach 
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Supportive Environment = Farmers, Businesses, and 
Communities Innovate, Invest, and Institute 

Supportive environments 

are created through 

multiple intervention 

points 

 

Building and driving 

demand 

Supportive environments 

are created through 

multiple intervention points 

 

Making local food 

available where people 

shop 



Supportive environments 

are created through 

multiple intervention points 

 

Making local food and 

local food education 

available in our 

preschools and schools 

Supportive environments 

are created through 

multiple intervention 

points 

 

Going “upstream” 

GM@U universities: Western Carolina 

University, Lenoir-Rhyne University, 

Appalachian State University, and University 

of North Carolina Asheville 
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Direct sales to consumers $8,311,000 $23,515,000 $1,309,287,000 

Direct sales per capita  $7.45 $2.72 $4.17 

Direct sales: percentage 

change 2007 to 2012 

+69% -3% +8% 

CSA farms 2012 148 431 12,617 

Population/CSA farm 2012 7,533 20,031 24,880 

Farms marketing products 

directly to retail outlets 

678 2,201 49,043 

Percentage of all farms 

marketing directly to retail  

6.21% 4.38% 2.33% 

Or one farm per X number of 

people 

1,644 4,429 6,401 

Farmer average age 57.3 58.9 58.3 

USDA Agriculture Census 2007-2012 

THANK YOU! 

Emily Jackson 
emily@asapconnections.org 

 


