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The North Carolina’s Institute of Medicine’s (NCIOM) Task Force on Essentials for Childhood 
was convened in 2014 as a partnership with the North Carolina Department of Health and 
Human Services, Division of Public Health. The Task Force was funded as part of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention Essentials for Childhood Framework, a strategy for communities 
to create an environment in which children can thrive and to promote safe, stable, and nurturing 
relationships and environments.

The Task Force was chaired by Kenneth A. Dodge, PhD, founding director of the Duke Center 
for Child and Family Policy, and Katherine V. Pope, Board of Directors for PCANC. The Task 
Force’s work would not have been possible without their leadership. The NCIOM also wants 
to thank the members of the Task Force and Steering Committee who gave freely of their time 
and expertise over the past 14 months to address this important issue. The Steering Committee 
members provided expert guidance and content, helped develop meeting agendas, and identified 
expert speakers. For a complete list of Task Force and Steering Committee members, please see 
pages 7-9 of this report.

The NCIOM Task Force on Essentials for Childhood heard presentations from multiple experts 
throughout the course of the project. We would like to thank the following people for sharing 
their expertise and experiences with the Task Force: 

Nilofer Ahsan, senior associate, Center for the Study of Social Policy; Kate Berrien, RN, MS, 
pregnancy medical home program manager, Community Care of North Carolina; Juanita 
Blount-Clark, senior consultant, Center for the Study of Social Policy; Melanie Bush, MPAff, 
assistant director for policy and regulatory affairs, Division of Medical Assistance, North Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services; Laura Clark, MA, executive director, Renaissance 
West Community Initiative; Mark Dessauer, director of communications, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of North Carolina Foundation; Dale Epstein, PhD, investigator, Frank Porter Graham 
Child Development Institute, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill; Michelle Hughes, 
MA, MSW, executive director, NC Child; Catherine Joyner, MSW, executive director, Childhood 
Maltreatment Prevention Leadership Team, Women’s and Children’s Health Section, Division of 
Public Health, North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services; Robin Kimbrough-
Melton, JD, coordinator of policy development and implementation, the Kempe Foundation 
for the Prevention and Treatment of Child Abuse and Neglect, University of Colorado School 
of Medicine, research professor, University of Colorado School of Medicine; Joanne Klevens, 
MD, PhD, epidemiologist, Division of Violence Prevention, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention; Jeff Linkenbach, EdD, Most of Us Project/Center for Health and Safety Culture, 
Montana State University; Beth Messersmith, state campaign director, MomsRising; Angelica 
Oberleithner, health and family support program officer, North Carolina Partnership for Children; 
Cailin O’Connor, policy analyst, Center for the Study of Social Policy; Kristin O’Connor, EdM, 
assistant chief of child welfare services, North Carolain Division of Social Services; Jared Parrish, 
MPH, doctoral candidate, Department of Epidemiology, University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill; Phillip H. Redmond, Jr., associate director, Child Care, The Duke Endowment; Meghan 
Shanahan, PhD, research assistant professor and research scientist, Injury Prevention Research 
Center, Gillings School of Global Public Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill;  
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Beth St. Martin, RN, pediatric outcomes manager, Community Care Partners of Greater 
Mecklenburg; Sarah Vidrine, chief program officer, Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina; Donna 
White, deputy director, North Carolina Partnership for Children; Tracy Zimmerman, director of 
strategic communications, North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation.

In addition to the above individuals, the staff of the North Carolina Institute of Medicine 
contributed to the Task Force’s study and the development of this report. Adam J. Zolotor, MD, 
DrPH, interim president and chief executive officer, guided the work of the Task Force. Michelle 
G. Ries, MPH, project director, served as project director for the Task Force and was the primary 
author of the final Task Force report. Graduate research assistant Kiah P. Gaskin, MSW/MPH 
candidate, and Berkeley Yorkery, MPP, project director, also contributed to the report. Key staff 
support was also provided by Adrienne Parker, director of administrative operations, and Thalia 
Fuller, administrative assistant.



NCIOM Task Force on Essentials for Childhood Member List

 7NCIOM Task Force on Essentials for Childhood

Co-Chairs
Kenneth A. Dodge, PhD
Founding Director
Center for Child and Family Policy 
Duke University

Katherine V. Pope
Prevent Child Abuse NC
Board of Directors

Task Force Members
Senator Tamara Barringer 
North Carolina State Senator, District 17  
 (Wake County)
North Carolina Senate

Molly Berkoff, MD, MPH 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics 
University of North Carolina
Pediatrician, Child Welfare
Wake County Health and Human Services

Vickie Bradley, RN 
Deputy Health Officer /Operations Director
Health & Medical Division
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians

Richard F. Brooks, DDS 
President
North Carolina Academy of Pediatric Dentistry

Senator Angela R. Bryant, JD 
North Carolina State Senator, District 4  
 (Halifax, Nash, Vance, Warren, Wilson counties)
North Carolina Senate

Lillian Bryant 
Executive Director
Partnership for Children

Brandy Bynum 
Director of Policy and Outreach
Action for Children

Elaine Cabinum-Foeller, MD, FAAP 
Pediatrician, University Health Systems
East Carolina University

Kevin Cain 
President and Chief Executive Officer
John Rex Endowment

Walt Caison 
Lead, Best Practice and Community Innovations
Community Policy Management, 
Division of Mental Health/DD/SA Services
North Carolina Department of Health and Human  
 Services

Lenora R. Campbell, DSN, RN
Associate Dean and Professor
Division of Nursing
Winston Salem State University

Anna Carter 
President and Chief Executive Officer
Child Care Services Association

Carol Cobb, MSW, LCSW 
Lead School Social Worker
Edgecombe County Public Schools

Patricia Colon, MSA 
President
North Carolina Head Start Association

Wanda P. Dawson, EdD
Superintendent 
Pamlico County Schools

Alan J. Dellapenna, Jr. 
Branch Head, Injury and Violence Prevention Branch
Chronic Disease and Injury Section
North Carolina Department of Health and Human  
 Services
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Task Force continued
Marian Earls, MD, FAAP 
Director of Pediatric Programs
Community Care of North Carolina

Cindy Ehlers, MS, LPC, CBIS 
Deputy Director-Clinical Operations
East Carolina Behavioral Health

John Ellis, PhD 
Director
Children’s Developmental Services Agency

Alicia Exum 
Parent Representative
WAGES Head Start/Early Head Start 

Elizabeth Hundley Finley 
Director of Strategic Communications
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Campaign

Representative Rick Glazier 
Representative, District 44 (Cumberland County)
North Carolina House of Representatives

Catharine Goldsmith, MSW (FL-LCSW) 
Section Chief of Behavioral Health and Clinical Policy
Division of Medical Assistance
North Carolina Department of Health and Human  
 Services

Catherine Guerrero 
Prevention Coordinator
North Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence

Dana Hagele, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor of Social Medicine and Pediatrics
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Robby Hall 
Director
Department of Social Services
Scotland County

Representative D. Craig Horn 
Representative, District 68 (Union County)
North Carolina House of Representatives

Monika Johnson Hostler 
Executive Director
North Carolina Coalition Against Sexual Assault

Christi Hurt, MPA 
Director
Carolina Women’s Center

Kevin Kelley, MSW 
Section Chief, Child Welfare Services
Division of Social Services
North Carolina Department of Health and Human  
 Services

Rob Kindsvatter 
Director
Division of Child Development and Early Education 
North Carolina Department of Health and Human  
 Services

Paul Lanier, MSW, PhD
Assistant Professor
School of Social Work 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Tate-Turner-Kuralt Building 

William Lassiter 
Director 
Juvenile Community Programs 
Division of Adult Correction and Juvenile Justice 
North Carolina Department of Public Safety

Bud Lavery, MSW 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina

Rhett N. Mabry 
Vice President
The Duke Endowment

Viviana Martinez-Bianchi, MD, FAAFP 
Assistant Professor, Associate Residency Program  
 Director
Department of Community and Family Medicine
Duke University
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Steering Committee Members
Michelle Hughes, MA, MSW
Project Director
Benchmarks

Catherine Joyner, MSW
Deputy Director
Women’s and Children’s Health Section
Division of Public Health

Angelica Oberleithner
Health & Family Support Program Officer
North Carolina Partnership for Children

Kristin O’Connor, EdM
Assistant Chief Child Welfare Services
Division of Social Services

Phillip H. Redmond, Jr.    
Associate Director, Child Care
The Duke Endowment

Sarah Vidrine
Chief Program Officer
Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina

Karen McCleod 
President and Chief Executive Officer
Benchmarks

Marcella Middleton 
Sayso Representative
Sayso

Robert A. Murphy, PhD 
Assistant Professor of
Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences
Duke University

Susan Perry-Manning 
Executive Director
North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation

Deborah L. Radisch, MD, MPH 
Chief Medical Examiner and Professor
 of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine
UNC Health Care

Lucy Roberts 
Policy Analyst
Race to the Top
North Carolina’s Governor’s Office

Veronica Ross 
Parent Representative
Telamon Head Start/Early Head Start 
Wake County

Kevin Ryan, MD, MPH 
Chief, Women’s and Children’s Health Section 
Division of Public Health
North Carolina Department of Health and Human  
 Services

Steve Shore, MSW 
Executive Director 
North Carolina Pediatric Society

William Stewart, MD 
Medical Director 
Community Care of the Sandhills 

Donna White 
Deputy Director
North Carolina Partnership for Children

Buck Wilson 
Public Health Director 
Cumberland County Department of Public Health
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Adam J. Zolotor, MD, DrPH
Interim President and CEO

Kimberly Alexander-Bratcher, MPH
Project Director

Michelle Ries, MPH
Project Director

Berkeley Yorkery, MPP
Project Director

Adrienne Parker
Director of Administrative Operations
Business Manager
NCMJ

Thalia Fuller
Administrative Assistant

Elizabeth Chen, MPH
Graduate Research Assistant

Kiah Gaskin, MPH, MSW
Graduate Research Assistant

Elena Rivera
Graduate Research Assistant

Micha’le Simmons, MHA
Graduate Research Assistant 


