
At-risk children that didnʼt attend quality pre-kindergarten were 5 times more likely to become chronic 
criminal offenders by age 27.v In FY 2012-13, the NC General Assembly appropriated in state general funds 
$1.38 billion to the Division of Corrections and $266 million to the Division of Child Development.iv
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Six out of 10 surveyed North Carolina employers reported 
communications skill gaps among job applicants.iii

Nearly half the 
  US workforce

80-90 
million adults

do not have the basic education and 
communication skills required to 
acquire and advance in jobs.ii

The brain is one of the only organs not fully developed at birth.

THE FOUNDATION FOR ALL FUTURE LEARNING 
IS BUILT DURING EARLY CHILDHOOD.

That’s why military leaders, business executives, and law 
enforcement call early care and education paramount to our 
national security, our global competitive edge and our safety. 
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Early experiences determine how brains are wired.
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75% of Americans 17 to 24 
cannot meet the militaryʼs eligibility requirements.i

Report poor communication skills

of critical brain development 
  happens in the first five years of life.
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There are only 2,000 days from the time a child 
is born to when that child begins kindergarten.

 By 3rd grade, about one-third of the 
achievement gap can be closed by early education.vi 

the gap closing

NC 3rd graders have higher standardized reading and 
math scores and lower special education placement rates in counties 
that received more funding for Smart Start and More at Four (NC PreK) 
when those children were younger.vii 

82% in 2013
  High quality early childhood programs increase 
graduation rates by as much as 44%. NC's graduation 
rate hit a record high of 82.5% in 2013.viii 

5% =$152 MILLION
IN SAVINGS

A 5% increase in male high school graduation 
rates is estimated to save NC $152 million in 
annual incarceration rates.ix

higher earnings       Participants in high quality early childhood 
programs have higher earnings, pay more taxes and are 
less likely to rely on government assistance.x 

    Every dollar invested in early education 
produces a 10% return through increased personal achievement 
and social productivity.xi  

10% return

$1

higher scores

High Quality Early Childhood Programs  

Produce results


