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Photos by Matt Ramey
Chapel Hill, North Carolina (March 5, 2024) -- Twenty-two members of the North Carolina House and Senate were recognized last week for their participation in the North Carolina Institute of Medicine 2024 Legislative Health Policy Fellows program. After convening throughout the winter to learn from experts and one another in an effort to enrich health policy decision-making in our state, the fellows gathered on February 26 in downtown Raleigh for a celebration of these efforts.

The Legislative Health Policy Fellows program provides a unique nonpartisan environment for state legislators to dig deep into the data and information necessary to make effective health policy. The 2024 cohort includes 10 Democrats and 12 Republicans representing districts across the state. Fellows make a commitment to attending a series of educational meetings and engaging in discussion with their peers about innovative approaches to improving health for all North Carolinians.

“I appreciated the access to incredibly in-depth data, as well as the opportunity to find out where a lot of my colleagues are, both across the aisle and in the other chamber, on health care issues facing our state,” said 2024 Fellow Sen. Ralph Hise. “I recommend this program to any legislator!”

Fellows in the 2024 cohort participated in immersive sessions that included a mix of speakers, discussions, and learning activities focused on the health care workforce, social and economic factors in health, mental health, and health care financing in North Carolina. January’s session focused on the health status of North Carolinians and the role of philanthropy. There were two sessions in February: one focused on mental health and pharmaceutical policy, and one on payment and access challenges with examples from other states.

“This program fosters invaluable collaboration between health care experts and lawmakers (from both sides of the aisle), enriching legislative decision-making with firsthand understanding and insight into the complexities of our health care system and, ultimately, enabling us to craft informed policies for the well-being of all North Carolinians,” said 2024 Fellow Rep. Maria Cervania.

The final session will take place on March 11, focused on a topic determined by the fellows themselves: family health and well-being, including prevention of adverse childhood experiences, maternal health care, and mental health and substance use. Presentations will focus on understanding these issues and exploring opportunities to improve access to care.

“We have been thrilled with the thoughtfulness and enthusiasm that our legislators have brought to these discussions,” said NCIOM Interim President and CEO Michelle G. Ries. “We look forward to continuing to provide resources that will lead to better health for all people across our state.”

The 2024 NCIOM Legislative Health Policy Fellows cohort includes:

Sen. Gale Adcock (D), 16th District, Wake

Sen. Val Applewhite (D), 19th District, Cumberland

Sen. Sydney Batch (D), 17th District, Wake

Sen. Mary Wills Bode (D), 18th District, Granville, Wake

Rep. Gloristine Brown (D), 8th District, Pitt

Rep. Terry M. Brown, Jr. (D), 92nd District, Mecklenburg

Sen. Jim Burgin (R), 12th District, Harnett, Lee, Sampson

Rep. Maria Cervania (D), 41st District, Wake

Rep. Allen Chesser (R), 25th District, Nash

Sen. Kevin Corbin (R), 50th District, Cherokee, Clay, Graham, Haywood, Jackson, Macon, Swain, Transylvania

Sen. Lisa Grafstein (D), 13th District, Wake

Sen. Ralph Hise (R), 47th District, Alleghany, Ashe, Avery, Caldwell, Haywood, Madison, Mitchell, Watauga, Yancey

Rep. Donny Lambeth (R), 75th District, Forsyth

Sen. Michael V. Lee (R), 7th District, New Hanover

Sen. Julie Mayfield (D), 49th District, Buncombe

Rep. Charles W. Miller (R), 19th District, Brunswick, New Hanover

Rep. Renee A. Price (D), 50th District, Caswell, Orange

Rep. A. Reece Pyrtle, Jr. (R), 65th District, Rockingham

Rep. Timothy Reeder (R), 9th District, Pitt

Sen. Benton G. Sawrey (R), 10th District, Johnston

Rep. John A. Torbett (R), 108th District, Gaston

Rep. Donna McDowell White (R), 26th District, Johnston

To learn more about the Legislative Health Policy Fellows program, including information about past sessions and alumni, click here.

The 2024 session of the NCIOM Legislative Health Policy Fellows program is sponsored by The Duke Endowment and the Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina Foundation.

 

The North Carolina Institute of Medicine (NCIOM) is forward-looking and focused on solutions. The organization was founded in 1983 by the North Carolina General Assembly to serve as a source of non-partisan information and analysis to promote effective health policies focused on improving the health and well-being of all North Carolinians. Learn more at nciom.org.

 

 



	







	

		

	





		               
		
		               
		
	
						
		

			
	
	
		
	CHAPEL HILL, NC (JANUARY 18, 2024) – Adam Sholar, JD, President and CEO of the North Carolina Health Care Facilities Association, has been named chair of the North Carolina Institute of Medicine Board of Directors, as four new members begin their first full four-year terms.

 

“I’m passionate about working with the North Carolina Institute of Medicine to improve the lives of people across this state,” said Sholar, who has served on the NCIOM Board since 2020. “It’s a great honor to be elected to chair the Board of Directors, and I look forward to partnering with our current and new board members to guide this incredible organization as it informs health policy in our state."

 

Senate Bill 754 (effective August 17, 2023) made the following appointments to the NCIOM Board of Directors for terms beginning January 1, 2024, and ending December 31, 2027:

 

	 Frank Courts, DDS, PhD, is a pediatric dentist serving in Jefferson, North Carolina. He completed his DDS and Pediatric Dentistry Certificate at the UNC School of Dentistry and his PhD in Microbiology/Immunology at the UNC School of Medicine. He served as Associate Professor and Chair of Pediatric Dentistry at the University of Florida College of Dentistry for 20 years before practicing in Rocky Mount and now at AppHealthCare in Jefferson. He is a member of the North Carolina Dental Society, serving as Chairman of the Council of Oral Health and Prevention, and also serves as a co-chair of the NCIOM Task Force on Oral Health Transformation.
	Patricia (Patty) Pfeiffer, EdD, MSN, is president of Wayne Community College, where she has been on the faculty since 1994, serving as a nursing instructor, Chair of the Nursing Department, Dean of the Allied Health and Public Services Division, Chief of Staff and Vice President of Institutional Effectiveness, and Vice President of Academic and Student Services. Previously, she worked as a labor and delivery nurse and served in the U.S. Army for six years.
	 Patricia (Trish) Markus, JD, is a partner at Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough and President of the American Health Law Association. In her legal practice, she represents health care providers and health technology companies on a wide range of issues, with a special focus on health information privacy, security, and technology. She also works with physicians, hospitals, pharmacies, and care facilities on licensure, reimbursement, acquisitions, and divestiture matters.
	 Danny Scalise, MPH, MBA, who previously served on the NCIOM Board, has been appointed for his first full term. He is the Public Health Director in Burke County, where he oversees comprehensive public health programs, a county-wide harm reduction program, the Overdose Fatality Review and internal health equity committee, and $24 million in opioid settlement funds. He also serves as an Adjunct Assistant Professor in Health Systems Science at Campbell University’s School of Osteopathic Medicine and West Virginia University’s Health Policy program. Previously, he was Executive Director of the West Virginia State Medical Association. He also currently serves on the Editorial Board of the North Carolina Medical Journal.


 

Board Member Lori Byrd, DNP, RN, CRE, Associate Dean for Strategic Partnership at the UNC-Chapel Hill School of Nursing, has taken on the role of Vice Chair, while Timothy Norris, MBA, SPHR, SHRM-SCP, CHBC, Vice President of Healthcare Management Consultants, is now Board Secretary. Brian McGinnis, FACHE, FACMPE, President of Catawba Valley Medical Group, will continue his role as Board Treasurer.

 

“We are so pleased to welcome Dr. Courts, Ms. Markus, and Dr. Pfeiffer to our Board of Directors. They bring a wide breadth of experience across several areas of health care, and this expertise will be an incredible asset to our Board,” said NCIOM Interim President & CEO Michelle Ries, MPH. “We look forward to working with our new Board members as we continue our work toward a healthier North Carolina.”

 

 

The North Carolina Institute of Medicine (NCIOM) is forward-looking and focused on solutions. The organization was founded in 1983 by the North Carolina General Assembly to serve as a source of non-partisan information and analysis to promote effective health policies focused on improving the health and well-being of all North Carolinians. Learn more at nciom.org.



	







	

		

	





		               
		Significant advances in science and medicine have not been adequate to dethrone heart disease, cancer, and stroke from their positions as three of the top killers of North Carolinians. 


		               
		This issue addresses the health of North Carolina’s Armed Services and Veteran populations and their families, including members of the Reserve Component.
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	Mailing address: P.O. Box 4176, Chapel Hill, NC 27515
	Physical address: 725 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7590
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