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Colorado And Early 
Childhood Mental Health 



Key Strategies 

We began with little in place ….            

              Use of Data               Champions 
        

              Organize 



              

           

        

Design, organize, collaborate and collect data 

 Early Childhood 
Mental Health System 

              Organize PILOTS 



Our mission is to weave family-centered, culturally competent and community 
based mental health supports and services into a seamless early childhood system 
of care that promotes health social-emotional development, identifies risk factors, 
intervenes early, and provides high quality services  

Resources and Approach 

Blue Ribbon Policy Council 
For Children’s Mental Health  

http://www.pyramidplus.org/�
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Blue Ribbon Policy Council State Goals 

Public 
Engagement 

Professional 
and Workforce 
Development 

Funding and 
Finance 

Program 
Availability 

System of Care 



Blue Ribbon Policy Council State Goals 

Public 
Engagement 

Blue Ribbon 
Policy Council 

Data Champions 

Funding 



Cost of Failure 

 

Colorado Health 
Survey 

 

Children with 
challenging 
Behavior… 

              Use of Data 



Blue Ribbon Policy Council State Goals 

Professional and 
Workforce 

Development 

Center for Social 
Emotional 

Competence and 
Inclusion 

DC:0-3R 

Harris Fellowship 
Colorado 

Endorsement 

COAIMH 



Blue Ribbon Policy Council State Goals 

Program 
Availability 

Early Childhood 
Specialists 

Mental Health 
Consultation 

Other Programs 

Incredible Years 



              

           

        

A Key Strategy in  Colorado 

• Training and 
Technical Assistance 
 

• Resources 
 

• Model Programs 
 

• Child Care Rule 
Changes  
 

• Data and Evaluation 
 
 
 



Blue Ribbon Policy Council State Goals 

System of Care 

Other Programs 

Part C 

TANF 

ABCD Early Childhood 
Councils 

Strengthening 
Families 



• Shared Plan using Wraparound 
• 3R  Eligibility 

 
• Social Work renamed Social /Emotional 

Interventions 
 

• Membership on Interagency Coordinating 
Councils  
 

• Pyramid Plus Training 
 
 
 
 

 

Early Intervention 
Colorado 

Working on another Mountain Peak 



TANF-Temporary Assistance to 
Needy Families 

assisting needy families so that children can be cared for in their own homes  

 
reducing the dependency of needy parents by promoting job preparation, work and 

marriage   

 
preventing out-of-wedlock pregnancies 

 
encouraging the formation  and 

maintenance of two-parent families.  
 



Sustainability Strategies 

Policy/Regulatory 
Changes 

Expanding 
Services 

Finance Training/Technical 
Assistance 

Generating 
Support 



“The cost of failure to intervene early is far too high a 
price to pay when 

 predictable negative outcomes can be prevented.” 
(Gould, 2000) 
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