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1 out of 4 US residents seek medical treatment for an injury each year
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Leading Causes of Death, All Ages, 
North Carolina: 2005 (Total Deaths = 74,376)
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Years of potential life lost (YPLL) is a measure of premature mortality. 
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Childhood Injuries

• Injury continues to be the leading cause of death for 
children over the age of one year old.

• The vast majority of injuries are preventable.
• The leading causes of childhood injury-related death 

during 2005-2006 were motor vehicle crashes, followed 
by homicide and suicide.

• The leading cause of childhood injury-related. 
hospitalization during 2005-2006 were injuries related to 
motor vehicle crashes, falls, cuts and being ‘struck’.

• The majority of injury-related deaths and hospitalizations 
were unintentional.



5 Leading Causes of Death (All Races, Both Sexes) 
Aged 10-20, North Carolina: 2005 

WISQARSTM Produced By: Office of Statistics and Programming, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Data Source: National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), National Vital Statistics System
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Unintentional Injury Defined

• Occurs in a relatively short period of time.
• Harmful outcome was not sought.
• Distinction is not always apparent.

Unintentional injuries account for roughly
2/3 of all injury deaths



Source: NC SCHS Vital Records, 2005

Leading Causes of Death, Ages 10-14, North Carolina: 2005 (Total Deaths =111)
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Leading Causes of Death, Ages 15-20, North Carolina: 2005 (Total Deaths =563) 
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Leading causes of death from injury: 
North Carolina, ages 10-20, 2005

38.38100.0500All Injuries

2.697.035Other Injury

1.153.015Drowning

3.8410.050Poisoning

4.1410.854Suicide

5.9115.477Homicide

19.8851.8259Motor Vehicle

Rate per 
100,000

%CountCause

N= 1,302,902
WISQARSTM Produced By: Office of Statistics and Programming, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Data Source: National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), National Vital Statistics System



Leading Causes of Death, Ages 10-20, North Carolina and US: 2005

Source: CDC WISQARS
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Unintentional Injuries:
ED & Hospitalization

• Falls
• Cuts/scrapes
• ‘Struck’
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Excluding Emergency visits

Total cost:
$223,608,480

Total cost:
Falls, cuts and struck:
$89,700,000
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Total falls: 14,132
ED: 12,662
Hospital: 1,359
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Youth Survey Data

• N.C. YRBS- Youth Risk Behavior 
Surveillance: DPI administers among with 
DPH across state every other year

• N.C. CHAMP- Child Health and Monitoring 
Program: State Center for Health Statistics 
survey of parents with children ages 0-18
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