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Task Force Meetings

� The Task Force will generally meet every 
other month to develop plan to improve 
adolescent health 

� Focus on CDC-identified 21 Critical Health 
Objectives for adolescents and young adults 
crossing six areas:
� Unintentional injury

� Prevention of chronic illness during adulthood

� Substance abuse

� Mental health

� Reproductive health 

� Violence



Task Force Charge

� Increase awareness of the unmet health 

and healthcare needs of North Carolinians 

ages 10-20

� Develop a detailed strategy to address the 

high-priority health needs of these 

adolescents and young adults. 



Comprehensive Approach

� Task Force will examine evidence-based 

strategies that have been shown to make a 

positive impact on adolescent health in the 

following arenas:

� Personal behaviors

� Community and environment

� Clinical care

� Public and health policy



Future Meetings

� Will examine one of the six targeted issue areas 
(unintentional injury, prevention of chronic illness 
during adulthood, substance abuse, mental health, 
reproductive health and violence) 

� Meeting structure

� Description of the problem in North Carolina 
(including health disparities)

� Programs, policies and practices already in place in 
North Carolina

� What more can be done (based on review of 
evidence-based strategies in four arenas)



Meeting Schedule

� July 11 – Unintentional Injuries

� September 5 – Chronic Illness

� October 10 – Substance Use and Abuse 

� November 14 – Mental Health

� January 9, 2009 – Sexual Activity

� February 6 – Violence

� March 6 – Cross-cutting Strategies

� May 8 – Review Recommendations

� June 5 – Review Recommendations

� July 17 – Review Final Report

*Topic schedule subject to change



Task Force Work

� Task Force members will examine and 

recommend specific evidence-based 

strategies for each of the six topics

� At the end of the Task Force process, the 

members will prioritize strategies

� Top strategies will be incorporated into final 

report



Typical Meeting

� Review of Available Data

� Prevalence, risk factors, disparities

� Evidence-Based Practices and Policies

� Depending on body of evidence, may not 
be evidence-based strategies, so may 
have to consider “promising” strategies

� Current efforts in North Carolina

� Discussion


