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Presentation Overview

� Substance Abuse Service Continuum
�Current statewide picture

�LME-specific patterns

� Analysis of services for SFY 2006-07 using:
�Medicaid and State funds
�Unit-based service claims
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SA Service Continuum

� Grouped into 6 levels of substance abuse 
treatment 

� Based on crosswalk of NC service 
definitions  and the American Society of 
Addiction Medicine (ASAM) Patient 
Placement Criteria levels 
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SA Service Continuum
� A: Outpatient Treatment (Level I)

� Outpatient therapy, intake and assessment, community 
support, methadone administration

� B: Intensive Outpatient (Level II.1 & II.5)
� Intensive outpatient, comprehensive outpatient, partial 

hospitalization, day treatment

� C: Residential Treatment-Low (Level III.1)
� Residential treatment 2, halfway house, supervised 

living, group living-low/moderate
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SA Service Continuum
� D: Residential Treatment-High (Level III.5)

� Residential treatment 3-4, Group living-high, medically-
monitored community residential treatment

� E: Inpatient Treatment (Level III.7 & III.7D)
� General and psychiatric hospital, high risk intervention 

residential hospital

� F: Crisis Service (Level III.2D)
� Non-hospital  & social setting detoxification, mobile 

crisis, facility based crisis services
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SA Service Continuum
Dollars Spent Statewide 
For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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Almost half 
of SA funds 
were spent 
on outpatient 
services. 

Less than 
one-third
were spent 
on more 
intensive 
community 
services.
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SA Service Continuum
Adults SA Services Statewide

 In SFY 2006-07 
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Most adults 
received 
outpatient 
services.

Few 
received 
more 
intensive 
services.

Adults served = 7.2% of those in need
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SA Service Continuum
Average Dollars Per Person

 Statewide For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07
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Outpatient 
services 
have not 
been 
provided in 
sufficient 
intensity to 
be effective.
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LME A Service Patterns
LME A: Total Dollars Spent

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME A Service Patterns
LME A: Total Dollars Spent

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 

79%

1% 7%
0% 5% 7%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Outp
ati

en
t

In
te

ns
ive

 O
ut

pa
tie

nt
Res

i d
entia

l-L
ow

Res
ide

ntia
l-H

igh
Inp

a tie
nt S

er
vi

ce
s

Cris
is

 S
er

vi
ce

s

P
er

ce
n

t o
f 

D
o

lla
rs

Percent of adults served is below state average

LME A: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07  
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LME A Service Patterns

LME A: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07  
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LME A: Total Dollars Spent
For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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Percent of adults served is below state average

LME A: Average Cost per Adult
 SFY 2006-07  
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LME B Service Patterns
LME B: Total Dollars Spent

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME B: Service Patterns

LME B: Total Dollars Spent
For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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Percent of adults served is below state average

LME B: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07 
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LME B: Service Patterns
LME B: Total Dollars Spent

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME B: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07 
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Percent of adults served is below state average

LME B: Average Cost per Adult
 SFY 2006-07
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LME C Service Patterns
LME C: Total Dollars Spent 

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME C: Service Patterns
LME C: Total Dollars Spent 

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME C: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07  
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LME C: Service Patterns

LME C: Total Dollars Spent 
For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME C: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07  
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Percent of adults served is above state average

LME C: Average Cost per Adult
 SFY 2006-07  
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LME D Service Patterns
LME D: Total Dollars Spent 

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 

37%

16%
10% 9% 9%

18%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Outp
ati

en
t

Int
en

siv
e 

Out
pa

tie
nt

Res
ide

ntia
l-L

ow
Res

ide
ntia

l-H
ig

h
In

pat
ie

nt S
er

v ice
s

Cris
is

 S
er

vic
e s

P
er

ce
nt

 o
f D

ol
la

rs



SA-IOM Presentation, January 14, 2008

LME D: Service Patterns

LME D: Total Dollars Spent 
For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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Percent of adults served is above state average

LME D: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07 
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LME D: Service Patterns
LME D: Total Dollars Spent 

For Adult SA Services in SFY 2006-07 
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LME D: Adults Receving Services
 SFY 2006-07 
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LME D: Average Cost per Adult
 SFY 2006-07 
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Summary 

� A full continuum requires balancing:
�Number of persons in need

�Types of services available
�Appropriate lengths of care

� The best continuum is defined in a local 
context with the goal of delivering effective 
services


