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Section; and Kristina Simeonsson, MD, MSPH, Chief Planner with the Division of
Public Health, were instrumental to the work of the Task Force. They provided the
Task Force with background information about the epidemiology of the pandemic
influenza and state and federal pandemic planning, and helped provide overall 
guidance to facilitate the work of the Task Force. Special thanks are also due to the
other members of the steering committee, including Lou Turner, DrPH, and
Maribeth Wooten with the Division of Public Health, and Joanna Forrester, MSW,
LCSW, Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities and Substance
Abuse Services, for helping to plan meetings, arrange speakers and presentations,
and obtain state-level data.

Pam Silberman, JD, DrPH, President and CEO of the NC Institute of Medicine,
guided the work of the Task Force, facilitated three of the public meetings, and
was the primary author of the final Task Force report. Mark Holmes, PhD, Vice
President of the NC Institute of Medicine, helped facilitate Task Force and public
meetings, and assisted in the writing and editing of the report. Kristen L. Dubay,
MPP, E. Kiernan McGorty, JD, MA, and Kimberly M. Alexander-Bratcher, MPH,
Project Directors at the North Carolina Institute of Medicine, also helped write and
edit the reports, assisted with the logistical arrangements of the meetings, and
facilitated breakout sessions at the public meetings. In addition, Ms. McGorty was
the primary author of an issue brief on this topic for the North Carolina Medical
Journal. Key staff support was also provided by Adrienne Parker, Director of
Administrative Operations, and Thalia Fuller, Administrative Assistant, with the
NC Institute of Medicine. 

The Task Force wants to recognize the following people for making presentations to
the Task Force and providing background information. Specifically, we would like to
thank Alison Thompson, PhD, Post Doctoral Fellow, Centre for Research on Inner
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City Health, St. Michael’s Hospital & Research Associate, University of Toronto
Joint Centre for Bioethics, who gave one of the first presentations and discussed the
ethical issues that arose during the SARS epidemic in Toronto. Her presentation
helped provide context for the work of the Task Force. We would also like to thank
Cheryl A. Perry, JD, Assistant Attorney General, NC Department of Justice, Crime
Control Section, who provided information on state and local officials’ authority to
protect the public during natural disasters. We want to give special recognition to
Jill Moore, JD, Associate Professor, School of Government, who provided advice to
the task force on many of the legal issues that arose during task force deliberations.
She also attended many of the task force meetings and reviewed multiple versions of
the task force report. Janelle A. Rhyne, MD, FACP, NC Medical Society, NC Medical
Board; Linda Burhans, RN, MSN, Practice Consultant, NC Board of Nursing; and
Tom Williams, RRT, RCP, NC Respiratory Care Board, NC Society of Respiratory Care,
provided the Task Force with important information about the ethical obligations of
licensed health professionals (physicians, nurses, and respiratory therapists,
respectively) to work during a pandemic, and Barbara Bisset, PhD, MS, MPH, RN,
Executive Director, Emergency Services Institute, WakeMed, spoke about the 
hospital’s reciprocal obligations to protect workers. Jon Kerin, Director, Health &
Safety, Progress Energy Service Company, LLC, and James Ball, Food Safety
Director, Food Lion, also made excellent presentations about how their industries
were trying to prepare for an influenza pandemic. In addition, we would also like to
thank Scarlette Gardner, JD, NC Medical Society, and Ken Burgess, JD, Poyner &
Spruill, LLP, who helped provide the Task Force with information about existing
malpractice and workers compensation laws.
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Medical Society; and M. Zulayka Santiago, MPA, Executive Director, El Pueblo, Inc., and
her staff in Raleigh. We also extend our gratitude to these public health representatives
who gave presentations or helped facilitate at the public meetings: Brant Goode,
BSN/RN, MPH, Pandemic Influenza Grant Program Coordinator, North Carolina
Division of Public Health; Stephen Keener, MD, MPH, Medical Director, Mecklenberg
County Health Department; Thomas Morris, Team Leader, North Carolina Regional
Surveillance Team 2; John Morrow, MD, MPH, Health Director, Pitt County Health
Department; Phyllis Rocco, North Carolina Public Health Regional Surveillance Team
6; Keith Rowland, Environmental Health/Industrial Hygiene Consultant, North
Carolina Public Health Regional Surveillance Team 6; Martha Salyers, MD, MPH,
Team Leader, North Carolina Public Health Regional Surveillance Team 6. We would
also like to thank the following organizations for graciously letting us host Task Force
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Carolina Medical Society, Carolinas HealthCare System & Charlotte Area Health
Education Center, Cornerstone Missionary Baptist Church in Greenville, and Hill St.
Missionary Baptist Church in Asheville.
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helped assist with the work of this Task Force. We would like to specifically recognize
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